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YouR Committee are happy to report that the satisfactory position 
of the Society has been well maintained and it has returned to all 
its pre-war activities. 

It is with great regret we have to report that Mr. Skillington 
has been unwell for a considerable period and we have therefore 
been unable to take advantage of his great experience. We also 
regret the resignation of Mr. Anthony Herbert as Joint Honorary 
Secretary, and our sincere thanks for his past services should be 
extended to him. 

Mr. S. Parkinson, who has been our Honorary Treasurer for 
the past twelve years has also resigned, and Mr. C. L. Wykes has 
kindly consented to take over this appointment. Under Mr. 
Parkinson's skilful and active guidance the finances of the Society 
have been well looked after, and we feel that we can only express 
our sincere gratitude for what he has done for the Society. 

There have been alterations in the trustees of the Research 
Fund, Mr. Colin Ellis and Capt. L. H. Irvine having been elected 
to fill two vacancies. 

Your Committee regrets the loss of the following members by 
death:-

Mr. A. F. Bryan, Dr. J. R. Henry, Mr. F. D. Jarrom, Dr. E. L. 
Lilley, Mr. E. Denison Taylor. 

Five members have resigned. 

The following new members have been elected: -

Mr. T. M .. Lloyd Waters, 31 Fairmount Drive, Loughborough 
Mr. W. F. Burbidge, 6 Avoca Close, Leicester 
Mrs. O'Connor, Manor Cottage, Station Road, Desford 
Mrs. Dickson, Brocksway, Desford 
Mrs. C. R. Keene, Gaulby, Leicester 
Mr. Christopher Gimson, Glenalmond, Knighton Grange Road, 

Leicester 
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Mr. H. G. F. Micklewright, M.A., T .D., 28 Hurst View, Croydon, 
Surrey 

Mr. S. Barlow, Central Public Library, Queen's Road, Nuneaton 
Mr. Richard Halliday, I24 New Walk, Leicester 
Mrs. Rae Smith, I2 Stoneygate Court, Leicester 
Borough Library of Rugby 
Mrs. A. M. Murray, 59 Chaveney Road, Quorn 
Rev. W. J. Joyce, M.A., Rothley 
Miss J. M. Orton, IJO Glenfield Road, Leicester 
Miss A. M. Wright, 7 New Way Road, Leicester 
Miss Angela Carryer, II2 London Road, Leicester 
Group Capt. H . G. F . Goddard, Newton Harcourt 
Miss M. D. Slatter, 3 Melcroft Avenue, Western Park, Leicester 
Mr. A. J. Hurst, I8 St. Philip's Road, Leicester 
Mr. L. A. March, c / o Messrs. Whetstone & Frost, Bishop Street, 

Leicester 
Mr. W. H. Rhodes, c/o Messrs. Newby, Dods & Rhodes, 

Prudential Buildings, Grey Friars, Leicester 
Mrs. Kingsley Gimson, Stoneygate House, Toller Road, Leicester 
Mrs. Armitage, IS Ashleigh Road, Leicester 
Mrs. Bryan, Lynwood, 47 Westfield Road, Leicester 
Mr. Christopher L. Wykes, A.C.A., 24 Friar Lane, Leicester 

This is a satisfactory increase : but members are asked to bring 
the Society to the notice of their friends and get them to join, so as 
further to enlarge both our membership and our activities. 

During I948 there have been six General Meetings (including 
the Annual General Meeting) at all of which exceptionally interesting 
lectures were given, the attendances fully justifying the Committee's 
experiment of fixing the hour for five o'clock instead of three. 

On I6th January, I948, Mr. M. W. Beresford, now lecturer at 
Leeds University, read a challenging paper on Ridge and Furrow, 
which forms the substance of the third part of Transactions, that 
it is hoped will shortly be in the hands of members. 

On I9th March, I948, Mr. Percy Russell, F.S.A., gave a 
masterly talk on Leicester Forest : Its Landmarks and Later History, 
summarizing the work which he and Mr. Levi Fox (who lectured 
on the Early History of the Forest the previous autumn) have now 
published in book form ; it is reviewed in this Report. 

At the Annual General Meeting on 23rd April, I948, a selection 
of the sketches by John Fulleylove, George S. Elgood, and Thomas 
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S. Elgood, generously presented to the Society by their niece, Miss 
Jane 0. S. Elgood; were exhibited, and Miss Elgood read the 
following paper: -

'This is a collection of sketches by two brothers, 
my Father Thomas S. Elgood, and my Uncle, George S. 
Elgood, and their brother-in-law, John Fulleylove, who 
married my Aunt Elizabeth Elgood. 

Finding that I had more than a hundred of such 
sketches, and considering the period in which most of them 
were made, the fact that many of the places represented 
have since been destroyed or altered almost beyond recognition, 
and the love for the historic and picturesque scenes of the 
Town and County which inspired them, I felt that the proper 
place for them was among the collections of the Archaeo
logical Society. 

I have been asked to give a short account of the three 
men and of the circumstances which produced these sketches. 

The Elgoods were two of a family of seven brothers, 
five of whom painted, and two sisters, one of whom became 
known as an artist, and married Fulleylove . 

I will begin with my Father, because his movements 
fix the dates of my recollections. On leaving school in 1861 
he was apprenticed in the North Eastern Railway's loco
motive works at Shildon, Nr. Darlington, the birthplace of 
railways. Here he met my Mother whose Father was in the 
service of the line from its opening in 1825 till his death. 
After holding various posts in engineering works, and win
ning one of the Whitworth Engineering Scholarships in 1869, 
the first year in which they were awarded, he set up in 
business in Darlington in 1870. But the awful slump on 
Tees-side in the later 7o's, · which ruined many of the big 
engineering and shipbuilding firms, hit smaller firms very 
hard, and he had to give up. After two years with an art 
metal firm in Birmingham, he set up in that line in Leicester 
in 1880 in partnership with two of his brothers. He was 
chief designer to the firm, which worked for a number of 
eminent architects in various places, and his iron gates and 
railings and other works in brass and bronze can be seen in 
Leicester and elsewhere. Their chief works in Leicester are 
the gates of the Midland and Great Central Stations, the two 
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chapel screens at the Church of St. John the Divine, and a 
bandstand originally made for the Victoria Park, but later 
moved to the Abbey Park. 

Another work of interest to this Society is the Memorial 
Brass to Thomas North in St. Martin's Church. He also 
designed and calculated a number of Sundials, one of which 
is familiar to us on the South side of the Cathedral. He 
carved it with his own hands and gave it when that side of 
the Church was restored and the Vaughan Porch built, to 
replace the remains of an old one over the South Door. The 
angle of the gnomon and the spacing of the figures show 
how far out of the due East and West line the Church stands. 

He also lectured several times at the Museum and else
where on Ironwork and other art subjects. He was a 
member of this Society and took part in the Archaeological 
Survey of the County which was made about Igoo. 

When he began to paint, or what lessons he had, I do 
not know; but it must have been in the 6o's. Wherever 
he went, he sketched, scenery or buildings, or fine ironwork 
when he came across it. For some years he exhibited water
colours in the North and at Birmingham, and later became a 
member of the Leicester Society of Artists. When the 
Technical School was started under the superintendence of 
Mr. Went and Mr. Edward Atkins he was one of the first 
instructors appointed, being the only man in the town 
qualified by examination to teach Machine Drawing and 
Construction. 

His younger brother, George Elgood, after doing well at 
the Leicester School of Art under Wilmot Pilsbury, went up 
to the School (now Royal College) of Art at South Kensington 
to study Art, specialising in Architecture. His course there, 
however, was cut short, as his Father died in I874 and there 
was no one else available to carry on the Family business, 
the three younger brothers being under age. A yam agency, 
however, left him some spare time for painting, and took him 
travelling to Hinckley and other places. He painted up and 
down the Evington Brook with Pilsbury, and sometimes 
had brief holidays with him in the Western counties. He 
tramped over most of Leicestershire, and said that he knew 
every Church in the County. He also had some lessons from 
Fulleylove and went about sketching with him. Amusing 
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evidence of that is seen in two of these sketches, where each 
has drawn the same part of Cosby Church, from different 
points of view, and each has included a portrait of the other 
at work. 

When about 1880 he became free of the business, he 
was prepared to take up painting as his work in life. In 
1882 he was elected a member of the Royal Institute of 
Painters in Watercolours (R.I.) and soon afterwards became 
an early member of the newly formed Institute of Painters 
in oil (RO.I.). At his death he was the senior member of 
both Institutes. Between 1890 and 1925 he also held several 
individual exhibitions at the Fine Art Society's Galleries. 

He became known chiefly as a painter of historic gardens 
in England, France, Italy and Spain. . In this he was partly 
influenced by his architectural training, for these great formal 
gardens with their terraces and staircases, statues and foun
tains, are really an extension of the architecture of the 
mansions and palaces to which they belong. But he never 
confined himself to this line of work, for he did many lovely 
scenes in the Italian lakes and in English villages and 
orchards. 

In the early days of the three-colour process many of his 
pictures were reproduced as illustrationS--to a book on 
English Gardens which he wrote in collaboration with Miss 
Gertrude Jekyll, and one on Italian Gardens which he wrote 
himself-and for books by Maeterlinck, Alfred Austin, and 
others. 

In 1908 he went to live in a sixteenth-century timbered 
house at Tenterden in Kent where he made a small formal 
garden of his own, and built a farmhouse in the style of the 
district, his biggest architectural work. He also designed the 
War Memorials (1914-18) in Tenterden Church and at the 
neighbouring village of Smallhythe. 

About twenty years ago a loan collection of drawings of 
Old Leicester was shown at a meeting of this Society. They 
were by four Leicester Artists, of whom John Fulleylove was 
one. Mr. Skillington gave a short account of their careers 
and I am now repeating part of what he said. Fulleylove 
also started in architecture, as a pupil with Messrs. Shenton 
and Baker; but his talent for painting was so marked that he 
soon made that his life work. He travelled much in England 
and later on the Continent and for some time had a flourishing 
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painting class in Leicester. In 1878 he married my Aunt, 
who continued learning from him with much success. For 
two or three years they painted in France, Germany, and 
Italy, and in 1882 settled in London where they found them
selves in a circle which included Sir James Linton, Charles 
Green, James Orrock, Lewis Day, and many other leaders 
in the art world of that time. 

Fulleylove was soon recognised as pre-eminently a 
painter of architecture, ranking with the early XIX Century 
masters, and his work reached a wide public by reproductions 
in books on Greece, Palestine, Paris, London, Oxford, and 
other places. It would probably be truer to say that most of 
the books were written for the pictures than that the pictures 
were painted for the books. 

It will be remembered that our Art Gallery possesses a 
fine group of his pictures, though for some years we have been 
given little opportunity to see our very good collection of 
watercolours. 

The Elgoods and Fulleyloves had a wide range of tastes, 
and collected furniture, pictures, china, bronzes, and other 
works of art, so that their houses became small museums, 
often thought very queer by more orthodox people. The 
Elgoods inherited this habit from their Mother who was col
lecting such things in the family home in Oxford Street long 
before antiques became fashionable. 

To come to these sketches-most of them were made in 
the 7o's and So's, and partly represent a protest against the 
vandalism at the time, which was being manifested in the 
destruction or despoiling of Churches and other ancient 
buildings. When my Father came on a visit in the early 
7o's he found George Fulleylove, and the other local artists 
and their pupils sketching for dear life in and about the old 
Wyggeston Hospital, which was about to be pulled down. 
He of course joined them, but there are none of his sketches 
among these, and I gave them to the Hospital Trustees some 
years ago, and I think they now hang in the Board Room, 
together with one by Mrs. Fulleylove. 

Close by was the old Guildhall, threatened with the same 
fate, but saved because it occurred to some bright spirit that 
it could be usecl for a cookery school. It seems absurd now, 
but at any rate the building was saved for more civilized 
times. 
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" 
The destructive tidying-up of old Churches was being 

carried on vigorously, one of the worst examples being 
Glenfield Church which was simply left derelict. Old oak 
pews and panelling were anathema to the "restorer", and 
were ruthlessly turned out. There are several pieces of fur
niture in our family made from Church oak by Fulleylove 
or some of the Elgoods, and when turning out my Uncle's 
stable at Tenterden in I944, I found he still had some panel
ling, which a local builder eagerly snapped up. 

But in I88o, when we came to Leicester, the great 
subject of abuse was the Flood Scheme. Of course some 
such work was necessary as increasing study of Public Health 
had made the town authorities realise . But it might (and a 
generation later probably would) have been carried out with 
less destruction of the picturesque. 

The Scheme must have taken several years to complete, 
involving as it did the making of the two great basins at the 
Twelve Arches and the Abbey Park, the formation of the 
"Boulevards", the building of three or four new bridges and 
the raising of the West and North Bridges. I remember one 
of my new young aunts coming in one day in I882, amused 
and pleased at having been brought over the older West 
Bridge by her butcher in his high cart because the floods 
were out. The Flood Scheme seems to me to have been an 
important subject of conversation at Sunday teas at Oxford 
Street for a long time; at any rate the ferocious sentimen.ts of 
four young uncles made a strong impression on my youthful 
mind. The Elgood boys had been walking up and down the 
towing path all their lives, and by every footpath within 
several miles of the town, and they strongly resented any 
spoiling and uglifying of their favourite haunts. There 
were no 'buses in those days and bicycles (penny-farthings) 
had to be shared, so they and other young people walked 
everywhere-to Bird's Nest Farm where their Grandparents 
lived, to Ratcliffe where an Aunt and Uncle lived, to Kirby 
Muxloe, to Bradgate and Swithland, and everywhere else. 
For a family picnic at Bradgate weaklings could take the 
West Bridge train to Glenfield and walk the rest of the way. 

My reminiscences seem to have become very personal, 
But my excuse must be that modern inventions have so 
altered our ·habits and customs, tastes and prejudices, that 
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those of two or three generations ago are almost as much a 
matter for archaeological research as those of a few centuries 
ago.' 

At the close Miss Elgood was warmly thanked for her munificent 
benefaction, and for her address. 

On 28th May, 1948, Mr. A. C. Sewter, of the Barber Institute 
of Fine Arts at Birmingham University, lectured on Leicestershire 
Portraits with lantern slides. Mr. Sewter has a wide knowledge of 
the surviving private galleries of the County, and of the artists who 
painted the worthies of their day. His slides were admirable-the 
portrait of the poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge at Coleorton especially 
remains in one's memory-and contributed much to interest an 
attentive and appreciative audience. An interesting discussion 
followed. 

On 17th September, 1948, Mr. T. G. E. Powell, until recently 
Keeper of the Department of Archaeology at Leicester Museum, and 
now of Liverpool University, lectured to the Society. His subject 
was a Survey of Archaeological Discoveries in the City and 
County during the preceding year, and it was illustrated by speci
mens kindly lent by the museum. His talk showed how much there 
is to be learned from apparently trivial finds, when they come under 
the eye of the expert. 

While congratulating Mr. Powell on his promotion your 
Committee desire to express their regret at his loss to Leicestershire, 
which his lecture served to accentuate. It is widely felt that, given 
the right lecturer, such a survey might well be made an annual 
event, which would keep the Society in close touch with recent 
discoveries. 

Finally, on 19th November, 1948, Professor Jack Simmons, 
M.A., Professor of History at Leicester University College, had 
been booked to lecture on The Early History and Archaeology of 
Le~cestershire Railways. Unfortunately, at only a few hours' notice 
he found himself unable to keep the engagement owing to illness. 
Fortunately it had been arranged to have on show at this meeting 
the thirty-three beautiful photographs of Mr. R. L. Attenborough's 
survey of Lockington Church; and Dr. W. G. Hoskins most kindly 
stepped into the breach and gave an almost impromptu talk on 
this interesting unrestored church, which was much appreciated and 
added greatly to the interest with which the photographs were 
afterwards studied. 

Professor Simmons's lecture was postponed to the new year. 
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Two excursions were arranged during the past year and both 
were well attended. 

On the afternoon of 30th June, fifty-three members and their 
friends visited Twyford Church, Burrough Hill Camp and Kirby 
Bellars Church. At Twyford the vicar, the Rev. C. N. Daybell, 
welcomed the party, and Mr. Albert Herbert, F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A. , 
expounded the development of the church, which members inspected 
inside and out. At Burrough, Mr. T . G. E. Powell, M.A., F.S.A., 
described the uses of the camp and briefly and clearly placed it in its 
geographical and historical context. The members, after walking 
over the site and admiring the views, proceeded to the King's Head 
Hotel, Melton Mowbray, for tea. Here, Mr. T. Kingdom, M.A., 
felicitously expressed the company's gratitude to Mr. Herbert, Mr. 
Powell and Mrs. Skillington. At Kirby Bellars, the vicar, the Rev. 
H. Mack, welcomed the members and, after another of Mr. Herbert's 
characteristic addresses, enlivened them with informed and enter
taining talk as they moved about the church and churchyard. In 
spite of very threatening weather, the party returned to Leicester 
without having opened an umbrella. 

A party of thirty members and friends of the Society set out 
from Leicester, with commendable punctuality, on the afternoon 
of 22nd July, to visit Warwick Castle and St. Mary's Church. On 
arrival at the Castle, Professor Simmons spoke about its history and 
the pictures and other treasures to be seen within. The party were 
then conducted through the state rooms, by Mr. Green, the senior 
guide. Tea was taken at the Old Jury Tea Rooms, where Mr. J. L. 
Harrison gracefully expressed the company's gratitude to Professor 
Simmons and to Mrs. Skillington. After that, about an hour was 
spent in St. Mary's Church, where Professor Simmons again spoke 
to the members . . The party then returned to Leicester, having been 
fortunate in the weather. 

Early in the year the question of an Aerial Survey of Leicester
shire was raised, and a joint committee with the Literary and 
Philosophical Society was formed to consider it. The Air Ministry, 
for their own purposes, had made a photographic survey of the 
greater part of the County, and it was ascertained that a complete 
set of their photographs, some thousands in number, was obtainable 
at a cost of under £60. The Joint Committee advised that these 
be purchased, and, the Committees of both Societies approving, 
they have been obtained,. each Society paying half the total cost. 
The photographs have been placed in the custody of the Director 
of the Museum, where they are available for study by members 
of both Societies. 
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It was further recommended that certain selected sites should be 
specially photographed during the cropping period and early or late 
in the day, when the maximum information is revealed of buried 
buildings, ridge and furrow, and the like. The cost was again to 
be shared equally by the two Societies. The Trustees of the 
Research Fund voted £I50 for the purpose, and the work was 
entrusted to Dr. St. Joseph, of Selwyn College, Cambridge, an 
acknowledged expert in photography for archaeological purposes. 

Despite the weather Dr. St. Joseph did a good deal of the work 
required during the summer, and it is hoped to exhibit a number 
of his photographs before long at a General Meeting. 

Over forty years ago the first volume of the Victoria County 
History of Leicestershire was published, and preparations for a 
second volume were made, but world conditions made a continuation 
impossible. 

A Committee has now been formed, with considerable financial 
backing from the County and City Councils, to continue and com
plete the work in four more volumes. Your Society, than whom 
no body could be more interested, was approached for financial 
backing, and the Committee recommended to the trustees of the 
Research Fund that the sum of £rno a year for five years should be 
assigned to this purpose. The trustees met and agreed to vote 
this sum, towards the estimated expenses of £900 a year. Dr. 
W. G. Hoskins has been appointed General Editor, and will have the 
help of Professor Hamilton Thompson and other well-known 
historians. Printing and publication are the responsibility of the 
University of London. It is felt that the substantial sum which the 
trustees are contributing will be money well spent, and entirely in 
accordance with the purposes for which the Research Fund was 
founded. The completion of this great History is a work of major 
importance for both the city and the county. 

Members will have seen in the bookships Leicester Forest, by 
Levi Fox and Percy Russell, reviewed elsewhere in this Report, the 
cover and title page of this work bearing the badge of the Society. 
It is the first to appear of a number of works in 'The Leicestershire 
Historical Series', of which the next, expected about Whitsun, will be 
the long awaited History of Leicester Abbey by Professor Hamilton 
Thompson, a work of far more than local importance. This will 
be followed in due course by a volume of Leicestershire Essays by 
Dr. W. G. Hoskins, and a reprint of the Building Accounts of Kirby 
Muxloe Castle, which originally appeared in Volume XI of 
Transactions about thirty years ago and has long been out of print. 
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The Accounts were edited by Professor Hamilton Thompson, and 
included in the volume will be contributions by Sir Charles Peers, 
former Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments, Ministry of Works, 
and Mr. St. J. O'Neil, the present Chief Inspector, and, by kind 
permission of the Ministry of Works, plans and drawings made 
when Sir Charles Peers superintended the reconditioning of the 
ruins before the first World War. It is hoped that these volumes 
may be followed from time to time by others of equal interest and 
high quality. 

It is hoped that members were listening in on 4th October, 1948, 
when Sir Robert Martin, Chairman of Committee, gave a broadcast 
address, on the Midland Regional Home Service, on 'My Native 
Heath'. The B.B.C. could not have chosen better for this subject. 
Sir Robert has his roots deeply fixed in the Leicestershire clay; he has 
a wider knowledge of the County, and particularly of Charnwood, 
in all probability, than any other man; and an apparently 
inexhaustible fund of old Leicestershire dialect stories. 

On 17th October, 1948, a memorial tablet to Mr. George 
Francis Farnham was unveiled in Quorn Church; Sir Robert Martin 
gave an address, from which the following are excerpts: -

'This tablet, designed by Mr. Albert Herbert, is the gift of a 
number of people, friends of Mr. Farnham, who were associated 
with him, in the work of the Leicestershire Archaeological Society. 
Some of them have been able to assemble here to-day'. 

'There have been Farnhams in Quorn for many hundreds of 
years: as long ago as 1273, 670 years back, the name of Robert de 
Farnham is mentioned as a free tenant of land in the manor of 
Barrow, under one Roger de Sumery, Baron of Dudley, who became 
Lord of the Manor of Barrow, in succession to the line of the Earls of 
Chester, in 1243. Some ro years later this same Robert de 
Farnham's name occurs as an owner of land in Quorn, given to him 
by Lord Dudley. So we are dealing here with a striking case of 
long connection between a family and its land such as is only likely 
to occur in a country like our own, where the national life has not 
been disrupted by foreign invasion for 900 years or near. 

The Farnhams came originally from Essex, taking their name 
from a village of that county; there was a connection by marriage 
in the 12oo's between them and the Sumery family, and it is a clear 
possibility that it was owing to this that the Robert de Farnham to 
whom I alluded just now came to this part of the country. 

From the 13th century onwards the family name is to be found 
in the records of both national and local history, holding positions 
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about the Court, sitting as members of Parliament, and fighting . in 
the foreign wars. Five hundred and fifty years ago, in the reign 
of Edward the 1st, Sir Johij Farnham founded a chantry at Quorn 
Church-where there is a Farnham Chapel to this day. He was 
Lord of the Manor of Rushall, the area whose name still survives 
in "Rushy Fields". 

George Farnham was the second son of Edward Basil Farn
ham, who was born in 1799 and died in 1879: for 22 years up to 
1859 he was M.P. for the old North Leicestershire division, in the 
days when the county had only four members. His wife was Gertrude 
Emily Hartopp, daughter of Sir William Cradock Hartopp of 
Freeby: she will be remembered by some of those here to-day, for 
she outlived her husband by i:nany years. 

Though of course I never saw him, I always remembered 
Edward Basil Farnham as the .owner of the wood at the top of the 
Church Hill at Woodhouse Eaves, the proper name of which is 
Hunger Hill Wood. Early in the 187o's before this ground was 
sold to the Beaumanor estate, a heavy gale of wind blew down the 
greater part of the wood: next day the owner sent his keeper-an 
Irishman-to count the fallen trees. He came back in due time 
and reported-"Sure, Your Honour, there's that many of them 
down I can't count 'em". So it was called "Pat's Wood", and 
this degenerated into Patch Wood, a name for which there is no 
authority. 

George Farnham was born in 1859, and went to school at Eton 
and afterwards to Oxford. For a few years after he had taken his 
degree he spent his time in the agreeable mixture of sport and travel 
which in those far-distant days used to be possible for a young man 
in his position. When he was approaching his 30th year he became 
connected with the Stock Exchange and for 28 years he worked 
there, for the latter haif of the time as an independent firm, until 
he retired in 1916. 

After the death of his elder brother, he became the owner of 
Quorn House and came to live there in 1899, with his mother, to 
whom he was greatly devoted, and who lived there with him for the 
remainder of her life. Until he retired from active work on the 
Stock Exchange he used to spend every week-end at Quorn, of 
which he was always more fond than of any other place. 

During all the thirty years or so which he spent working in 
London he used to go almost every day to the Public Record Office 
in Chancery Lane, on his way from the City to his home, in order 
to extract from the documents which are stored there the references 
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to Quorn and to the Farnhams, and thus enable himself to write 
about the history of his native place and the descent of his family . 
This, at least, was his original object: but he had not followed it 
very long before he found that in going through the mass of legal 
documents which are stored in the Record Office, in pursuit of 
references to Quorn, he was constantly coming across the names of 
other Leicestershire villages. He therefore made it his habit to put 
down in his note books any such allusions, and thus he accumulated 
the immense mass of material which is contained in the six volumes 
of his Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes. 

His work on his family pedigree and on the history of Quorn 
resulted in the production of his book Quorndon Records in I9I2. 

He had this printed privately in London, at his own expense. It is 
a fine quarto volume of 498 pages, finely illustrated and copiously 
indexed, and contains a detailed and authoritative history of the 
parish and of his family . In this book he has completed-and 
often corrected-the description of Quorn given in John Nichols's 
History of Leicestershire, a work of great attraction and value, but 
one compiled before the documents on which Mr. Farnham worked 
had been got together and made available for research, and there
fore nothing like so complete and reliable as his book. 

In the six volumes of Leicestershire Medieval Village Notes Mr. 
Farnham has set down the references to cases at law affecting people 
living in the county for the whole of the period between the eleventh 
century and the middle of the XVIIth, together with extracts from 
the Pipe Rolls of the Royal Exchequer and other medieval 
documents. 

In addition to the two works which I have mentioned, Mr. 
Farnham published a volume on Leicestershire Medieval Pedigrees 
and one on Charnwood Forest, the latter reprinted from the 
Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological Society. In both 
of these the same qualities of scrupulous accuracy and scholarship 
are displayed as in the other books. He contributed also, over a long 
series of years, quite gratuitously, a large part of the contents of the 
volumes of Transactions of the Society. 

It was his earnest desire that the Society should establish and 
maintain a high standard of scholarly research, and his work for it 
has established a tradition which it is the constant aim of the Society 
to maintain. 

This brief sketch of his work will, I hope, do something to make 
plain how distinguished a county historian Quorn has had the honour 
of providing. 
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He became a member of the Archaeological Society in 1907 
and of its Committee in 1916. In 1923 he became its Chairman. 
In 1928 the members gave expression to their gratitude for his work 
by subscribing for the painting of his portrait and of a replica, to be 
hung at Quorn and in the Society's room at the Guildhall, and for 
an address in a silver-gilt casket' .' 

A full account of the presentation to Mr. Farnham will be found 
in Volume 15 of Transactions, and a tribu.teto his memory in Volume 
18. May his spirit long inspire the Society over which he presided 
with such distinction. 

The Leicestershire County · Council, supported by the Leicester 
City Council, held a public meeting in the Corn Exchange and an 
Exhibition of local records in the County Rooms, on 23rd July, 
1948, to give widespread publicity to the work of the National 
Register of Archives in its work of locating and calendaring col
lections of MSS. in public and private custody. There was an 
attendance of over five hundred drawn from all sections of the 
Community, and a Provisional Committee was set up consisting of 
representatives of the principal Local Government Authorities, the 
learned Societies, and a wide range of cultural, religious and industrial 
interests. This Society is represented by Dr. W. G. Hoskins, and 
it is hoped that this Committee will commence work early in 1949. 

The attention of members is drawn to the newly-designed badge, 
which will be found on page three (inner title page) of Transactions; 
they are asked to compare it with the old badge on the cover. It 
was specially designed by Mr. A. E. Christopherson of the College 
of Art. 

The old badge was adopted, at the instance of Col. Bellairs, 
at a meeting on 28th January, 1878 (Transactions, Vol. V, p . 87) 
and is described in the Annual Report for that year (Vol. V, p. 179) 
as 'a slightly modified copy of an ancient seal of the time of Edward 
III, which once belonged to the Corporation of Leicester'. 'The 
matrix of this seal' , the Report proceeds, 'has long been lost, and 
only one impression (in the possession of Mr. Llewellyn Jewitt) is 
now known to exist'. ' 

The opinion of members on the respective merits of these two 
badges will be sought. 
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We offer a warm welcome to this new venture. edited, under the 
auspices of the Leicestershire and Rutland Rural Community 
Council, by Dr. W. G. Hoskins and Professor Jack Simmons of 
Leicester University College. They have gathered round them a 
band of able contributors who have produced a well-varied set of 
articles of interest and quality. 

The illustrations, coming mostly from the camera of Mr. F. L. 
Attenborough are an attractive feature. It is hoped that the 
Magazine, published quarterly at 2 /-, will receive from members 
the support which it deserves; and those who have not already 
become subscribers are advised to become so at once. Another 
attractive feature is its size (7¼" x 511 ) which enables it to be slipped 
easily into the pocket-or the handbag. 

Hon. Librarian's Report 
The gift by Miss Jane Elgood of a large number of sketches of 

Leicester and the County, as they were some seventy years ago, by 
her father and uncle and uncle by marriage, John Fulleylove, has 
added to the responsibilities of your Librarian. The sketches are 
now stored in a specially procured deep cupboard. They have 
since been joined by another large collection of sketches, local, 
Somerset, and Brittany, by Mr. Shirley Harrison, kindly presented 
by his brother, Mr. Stockdale Harrison. His gift included four 
Fulleylove pencil sketches of Leicester in a frame which now hangs 
on the wall in the Society's room in the Guildhall; while Miss 
Elgood's contained also an interesting sketch book of Harry Ward's, 
perhaps the greatest of them all had he not died young. 

These have been followed by Mr. F. L. Attenborough's photo
graphic survey of Lockington Church, 33 photographs which were 
shown at the General Meeting on rgth November. They con
stitute a permanent record of this interesting church in its unrestored 
state, and the name of the photographer guarantees their high 
quality and artistic merit. All these collections have been mounted 
on tinted sheets very kindly given by Mr. Harold Nutt. 

The number of members coming to the Guildhall to look up 
references in the library and to take out books has again increased, 
a gratifying sign of interest. Amongst these has been the r4 year 
old son of a member, some of whose searching questions have on 
occasion quite baffled your librarian. 
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Additions to the Library, apart from publications subscribed 
for and exchanged, include Mr. Colin Ellis's History in Leicester, 
presented by the author, and reviewed elsewhere in the Report; 
Leicester Forest, by Fox & Russell, also reviewed; John of Gaunt, 
by S. Armitage-Smith, presented; Coventry's Heritage, by Levi Fox, 
a popular little handbook; and Touring Leicestershire, by Dr. W. G. 
Hoskins, which sets out a motorist's tours of the County, and 
answers just the questions that an intelligent traveller might be 
expected to ask. Mr. F. L. Attenborough's photographs, included 
in it, are uniformly delightful. 

Quite a good revenue has again come from the sale of back 
numbers of Transactions and the Associated Societies Reports and 
Papers. Altogether it is possible to report a busy and successful 
year. 

REVIEWS 
LEICESTER FOREST, by Levi Fox and Percy Russell 

This book is to be welcomed on two accounts : as a first volume 
in a new 'Leicestershire Historical Series', sponsored by the Society, 
and as the first book that has ever been devoted to the history of 
Leicester Forest. 

It seems strange that a subject so important and interesting 
should have been so completely neglected. It is true that Nichols 
spared ten of his ample pages to print the complete text of the 
enclosure award for the Forest of I628; and other incidental 
references to the Forest are to be found elsewhere in his book, as in 
other works dealing with the history of the county. But no attempt 
has hitherto been made to collect all the facts that are available. 
Leicester Forest has always been overshadowed by Charnwood, its 
greater and much more celebrated neighbour. 

The authors divide their book into two parts. In Part I Mr. 
Fox describes the medieval history of the Forest, its boundaries, its 
officers and their jurisdiction. Mr. Russell then follows with a 
chapter on the Forest's topography and three on its history from the 
sixteenth century to the eighteenth. A final paragraph records the 
encroachment of the New Parks housing estate on its ancient bounds. 
That is a living reminder of the close connexion that has always 
subsisted between the Forest and the Town of Leicester. In the 
Middle Ages Leicester people were allowed to gather timber from 
the Forest, and those who lived on its borders exercised rights of 
common and pasture within it. As Mr. Fox remarks, 'the economic 
history of neighbouring manors cannot be properly understood 
without some knowledge of these rights'. 
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In his account of the Forest in the sixteenth century, Mr. 
Russell draws upon an important source of unpublished material 
in the Public Record Office: the proceedings of the Commission sent 
down by Wolsey's order in 1526 to investigate the disputes between 
the Greys and the Hastings in and around Leicester. Very much 
of the book, indeed, is based on material hitherto unknown. It is 
a pity that the sources are not always precisely indicated, as a guide 
and help to students who wish to travel further along the clear path 
that this book has cut for them. 

] ACK SIMMONS 

HISTORY IN LEICESTER, by Colin D. B. Ellis 

City of Leicester Publicity Dept., ro / 6 

How far is the story of a provincial town a reflexion of national 
history? Had its rise or fall in prosperity or adversity any 
correspondence with or influence upon the fortunes of the nation 
as a whole? Had the central government any immediate reaction 
upon the lives of the people in the municipalities at a distance from 
the metropolis? Such questions as these come to one's mind as 
one reads History in Leicester by Colin Ellis. As his title shows 
he is not competing with Thompson and others in producing a 
history of Leicester, but is aiming rather to put the growth of the 
town into a national perspective. His book is not a rival of, but 
rather complementary to, the work of such recent writers as Billson 
and Skillington. 

The author divides his narrative into four periods, partly, as 
he says in his Preface, for convenience and partly because the pace 
and direction of the town's development changed at certain times; 
he might equally have chosen the 'Black Death' and the Reformation 
-or perhaps the Accession of Henry IV and the Restoration. To 
each period he attaches a table, showing side by side national events 
and the corresponding occurrences in Leicester's story. 

For each period he sets out the buildings which have survived 
and extracts from contemporary writings which show how the 
citizens lived during the epoch. To instance only two of these, 
there is John Evelyn's description in 1654:-

'To the old and ragged City of Leicester, large and 
pleasantly seated, but despicably built, the chimney flues 
like so many smiths' forges'. 
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And Celia Fiennes's, about half a century later: -

They have a water-house and a water mill to turn ye 
water in deep Leaden tubbs or Cisterns for their use; there 
are wells in some streetes to draw water by a hand wheele for 
ye Common use of the town'. 

These little vignettes give a vivid picture of the way of life of 
former citizens. 

Mr. Ellis comes of a Leicester stock, which for generations has 
given to the town and county useful and trustworthy citizens, who 
have left their mark in many walks of life. No one is better quali
fied than he to write about his native town, especially perhaps · of 
the last two centuries. Indeed, his chapter on the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, covering the long period of the growth of the 
little market town that it had been through the centuries into the 
big, prosperous industrial city that is modern Leicester, is of special 
interest. In some sixteen pages, Mr. Ellis give an enthralling 
description of the coming of industry to Leicester, and its impact 
on the town's growth and development. 

Mr. Ellis writes with a light touch and a pleasant and witty 
irony which make fireside reading easy, though the book is eminently 
one to keep on one's shelves for reference. He and his coadjutors 
of the College of Art are to be congratulated on a notable and 
beautifully produced work, as is the City of Leicester Publicity 
Department for commissioning it. The illustrations, of buildings 
that have survived from the various periods, are admirably selected 
and reproduced. 

THE ANCIENT NORTHERN FAMILY OF LUMLEY: AND ITS 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BRANCH: RECORDS OF THE 

PAST 680 YEARS, by L . G. H. Horton-Smith 

Members will recollect the painstaking thoroughness of Mr. 
L. G. H. Horton-Smith's researches into the descent of the Hortons 
of Leicestershire, published in recent numbers of Transactions. 
From the same indefatigable genealogist has now been received 
The Ancient Northern Family of Lumley: and its Northamptonshire 
Branch: Records of the past 680 years. (34 pp. 7 / 9 post free). 
He has traced the pedigree of this Durham family back to the reign 
of Edward the Confessor. 
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In 1305 / 6 Sir Roger de Lumley of this line conveyed to his 
younger brother, Sir Robert, all his Northamptonshire estates, and 
from him the midland branch derives. The Lumleys spilled over 
into Leicestershire in the last quarter of the 17th century when 
Francis Lumley, yeoman, moved from Marston Trussell to Great 
Dalby. Here the branch flourished into the nineteenth century, 
sending some of its shoots to apprenticeships in Leicester, and 
joining the ranks of the Freemen. From Northants. and Leicester
shire they extended to London, where representatives became 
prominent, especially in legal circles, ' during the rgth century. 

Mr. Horton-Smith has clearly not spared himself to collect 
information regarding the Lumley family from a multitude of 
sources, and the result is a record of which he is entitled to be 
proud. 

L. H.J. 
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance in hand 

, , Subscriptions and Donations 

,, Interest on £101 5s. 4d. Leicester 
3 per cent. Stock less Tax .. . 

,, Interest on £150 3½ per cent. 
Conversion Stock 1961 less Tax 

, , Interest on £700 3½ per cent. 
War Loan Gross 

,, Income Tax reclaimed 1947 / 48 

,, Income Tax reclaimed on Covenanted 
Subscriptions 

,, Sale of Transactions 

, , Balance due to Bank 

£ s. d. 

l 13 4 

2 17 IO 

24 IO 0 

3 14 6 

23 13 8 

£ s. d . 

20 15 II 

218 3 0 

29 l 2 

27 8 2 

24 13 9 
184 IO 0 

£534 12 0 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
for the Year ending 31st December, 1948 

PAYMENTS 

By Subscriptions: -

Canterbury and York Society ... 

English Place Name Society 

British Record Society ... 

Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings 

Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England 

Lincoln Record Society 

Knaptoft Church 

Farnham Memorial Tablet 

, , Printing and Issuing of Transactions 

£ s. d. 

I I 0 

0 IS 0 

I II 6 

I I 0 

I I 0 

I I 0 

5 5 0 

7 3 6 

for the year 1947 364 12 o 

Less paid in 1947 150 o o 

,, Printing and Stationery 

,, Rent 

, , Postages and Sundry Expenses 

,, Fire Insurance 

Lecturers' Fees and Expenses 

, , Bank Charges 

,, Library Additions, Binding and 
Honorarium 

,, Contribution to Aerial Survey of 
the County 

,, Photographs of Lockington Chur~h 

,, Cash in hand 
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£ s. d . 

18 19 0 

2I4 I2 0 

35 5 o 
13 8 0 

28 16 8 
I I7 6 

9 4 ° 
3 2 3 

66 II 7 

IOO O 0 

37 16 0 

5 0 0 

£534 I2 0 
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FUNDS ACCOUNT 

£ s. d. 

To General Reserve Fund Balance 
brought forward 975 4 o 

Less Excess of Payments over 
Receipts 1948 200 5 II 

,, Excursion Secretary's Account 

, , Balance due to Bank 

C. L. WYKES, A.C.A. 

Honorary Treasurer 

TRUSTEES OF 

£ s. d. 

774 18 l 

9 2 0 

184 I0 0 

£968 IO l 

THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

LIEUT.-COLONEL SIR ROBERT MARTIN, C.M.G., D.L. 

ALBERT HERBERT, Esg., F.S.A. S. H. SKILLINGTON, Esg., F.S.A. 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
31st December, 1948 

By £ror 5s. 4d. Leicester Corporation 
3 per cent. Mortgage (Value £ror) 

,, £r50 3½ per cent. Conversion Stock 
r96r (Value £r59) 

,, £700 3½ per. cent. War Loan 
(Value £742) 

,, Cash at Bank-Excursion Account 

,, Cash in hand 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

IOI 5 4 

I2I 4 9 

73r r8 o 

9 2 0 

5 0 0 

£968 IO I 

I have exammed the Funds Account dated 3rst December, r948, 
and the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 3rst 
December, r948, and certify such Accounts to be in accordance with 
the Books and Vouchers of the Society. I have satisfied myself that 
the Scrip of the above Investments is in the possession of the Bank. 

PERCY RUSSELL, F.C.A., F.S.A. 

Honorary Auditor 
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£ s. d. 

To Balance at Bank 77 5 9 

,, Interest on £1,750 3½ per cent. War Loan-
Gross 61 5 o 

,, Interest on £325 3 per cent. Defence BondS---Gross 9 7 6 

,, Bonus received on £150 3 per cent. Defence Bonds 
on conversion to 2½ per cent. Defence Bonds 1 ro o 

To Balance brought forward 

Add Income for the year 

£149 8 3 

FUNDS ACCOUNT 

£ s. d. 

2,219 14 2 

72 2 6 

£ s. d. 

2,291 r6 8 

£2,291 r6 8 

TRUSTEES OF THE 

LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH FUND 

C. D. B. ELLIS, EsQ. , M.C., M.A. 

ANTHONY HERBERT, ESQ. 

CAPT. L. H. IRVINE, M.B.E., M.A. 

A. H. LEAVESLEY, ESQ. 

S. PARKINSON, EsQ. 

H. 0. WILSHERE, ESQ. 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH FUND 31 

for the Year ending 31st December, 1948 

By Balance at Bank 

Note.-The Trustees are committed to the 
payment of £100 per annum for 
five years towards the cost of the 
Victoria County History of Leices
tershire. 

31st December, 1948 

£ s. d. 

149 8 3 

£149 8 3 

£ s. d. 

By £1,750 3½ per cent. War Loan (Value £1,855) . . . 1,817 8 5 
,, £175 3 per cent. Defence Bonds (Value £175) . .. 175 o o 

,, £150 2½ per cent. Defence Bonds (Value £150) ... 

, , Cash at Bank 

150 0 0 

149 8 3 

£2,291 16 8 

I have examined the Funds Account dated 31st December, 1948, 
and the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 31st 
December, 1948, and certify such Accounts to be in accordance with 
the Books and Vouchers of The Trustees of the Research Fund. I 
have satisfied myself that the Scrip of the above Investments is in 
the possession of the Bank. 

PERCY RUSSELL, F.C.A., F.S.A., 

Honorary Auditor 


